ECCE GUBERNATOR

break away from the Jewish framework of the Old
Testament, the Law and the Prophets, but to enrich
their ethical content; consequently he imitates the
intolerance of the Pharisees whom he condemns (*O
ye generation of vipers') and maintains the avenging
role of God the Father which he claims to have super-
seded.

Impression of Jesus Christ after re-reading the Gospels:
He thought he was the son of God, he disliked his
parents, was a prig, a high-spirited and serious young
man (where was he, what was he doing, between the
ages of twelve and twenty-nkie ?) He felt an especial
hatred for the Pharisees, the family, his hometown and
adultery, and he may have been illegitimate (Ben
Pandere)1; he had a macabre sense of humour; was
overwhelmingly grateful to those who believed in him
('Thou art Peter'), and extremely close to his elder
cousin John, but though moulding himself on htm, he
was less ascetic. He was fond of wine and very partial
to grapes and figs. More civilized than his cousin, he
was yet deeply affected by his end, which warned him of
what would be his own if he. persisted. The death of
John and the revelation of Messiahship at Csesarea

1 The Jewish tradition was that he was the son of a Roman
Centurion, Pantheras, the Panther, Hence his aloofness to his
'father3 and 'brethren', his ambivalent attitude to his mother
and to adultery. (His definition of adultery is very sharp, and he
sets (Thou shalt not commit adultery* as the only command-
ment beside *Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself*. The
question about the woman taken in adultery may have been
put to him as a trap by those who believed this story.) I have
heard a friend say that the German scholar Von Domaszewski
claimed to have found on our Roman Wall the gravestone of
Pantheras which showed that his legion had been in Judaea
about 4 B.C. The Christians maintained that *Pantherou% son
of the Panther, was a corruption of * Parthenou % of the Virgin.
There is a strange poem by Hardy on this theme.